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From the Sheriff's desk

Crime analyst makes traffic her business

One of the most high-profile responsi-
bilities of the Pasco Sheriff’s Office is the
enforcement of traffic laws in our commu-
nities. We have specially-trained deputies
assigned to target specific traffic violations,
such as DUI, speeding and aggressive driv-
ing. However, al of our law enforcement
deputiesare authorized to firmly enforcethe
traffic laws of our state. Too many of our
loved ones die or are injured on our roads
dueto careless, impaired or aggressivedriv-
ers.

Toaid our deputiesintheir traffic enforce-
ment mission, weacquired atraffic satigtician
using grant fundsin October 2005. April Toney
ispart of our CrimeAnaysissectionandisa
valuable asset to our enforcement mission.

She usesthousands of pieces of information
to analyze traffic problems in our county.
April receives data from the state Depart-
ment of Transportation, which she uses to
generate graphs and reports for use by the
deputiesand police officersonthestreet. In
her quarterly reports, April identifiesthetop
crash intersectionsin each patrol sector and
provides summarized details about these
crashes. Thisincludescrashesby day of the
week, time of day, whether drugs or alcohol
was afactor in the crash, and injury and fa-
tality data.

Throughout our different departmentsApril’s
dataand reportsarevauabletools. More spe-
cifically, oncethe’ Top Crash Intersections are
identified and targeted, each deputy focusing
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NEW PORT RICHEY — On
Jan. 12, 2009 Pasco Sheriff Bob
White announced the arrest of a
former Pasco County man inthe mur-
der of an elderly man last summer.

At about 2 a.m. on Thursday, Au-
gust 28, 2008, an intruder looking to
steal prescription drugsbrokeintothe
screen patio of the Timber Oakshome
of Joseph and Roberta Wido, 10519
Quimby Drive.

Upon entering the couple’s bed-
room, the suspect was challenged by
Mr. Wido, aWorld Wer |1 veteran and
Bronze Star recipient. The suspect shot
Mr. Wido once, killing him. The sus-
pect then tied up Mrs. Wido, leaving
her on thefloor next to her dead hus-
band. The suspect continuedto search
thehousefor prescription drugs, found
none, but did steal jewelry and cash.
When the suspect fled, he left
Roberta Wido tied up on the floor
until neighbors heard her cries for
help 10 hours later.

The break in the case came when
detectives were able to connect this
crime to another home invasion that
occurred inthevicinity several hours

before. In that case, the suspect had
dropped a mask at the crime scene.
Themask was sent to the FloridaDe-
partment of Law Enforcement for DNA
testing, which came back with ahit on
alocal Pasco man. Pasco detectives
made contact with witnesseswho con-
firmed that he had stated to them that
hewasthe onewho had shot and killed
Joseph Wido. With thisinformation,
detectives were able to obtain an ar-
rest warrant from the Pasco-Pinellas
state attorney’s office. The suspect,
however, had fled to North Carolina.

Last Friday, onthebirthday of vic-
tim Joseph Wido, Pasco detectives Sgt.
Eric Seltzer and Det. Jason Hatcher
made contact with suspect Francis
Sicola, DOB 12-29-82, 3309 Ireland
Road, Yadkinville, North Carolina, at
whichtimehewasarrested for first de-
greemurder. Additional chargescould
beforthcoming. Atthistime, Sicolais
dill in North Carolinaawaiting extradi-
tion, which could take weeks. The
Yadkin County Sheriff’sOfficehasbeen
assgingwiththeinvestigationinNorth
Carolina

On December 2, 2008 Sheriff Bob White and the Pasco Sheriff's Office were
happy to present a security patrol car to the Jasmine Lakes Community.
Security Patrols throughout Pasco County play a vital role in keeping our
communities safe and we are thrilled to have an additional car on patrol.
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Deputies, K-9 seize $1.5 million in cooperation with DEA

On Dec. 5, 2008, at the request of
the federal Department of Drug En-
forcement, Pasco Sheriff’s Vice and
Narcoticsdetectives conducted atraf-
fic stop onatruck driven by asubject
wanted on afederd arrest warrant. The
location was at Bass Lake Driveand
RidgeRoad in New Port Richey.

During thetraffic stop, Sheriff’sK-
9 Detective Scott Grant and hisdog KT
conducted awak around of thevehicle.
KT gaveapositiveaert inthe areaof
the enclosed bed of thetruck. Detec-
tive Grant conducted another search of
thevehiclewith asecond dog, Missy,
who also alerted to several assorted
boxesinthetruck. Detectivesfound ap-
proximately 71 gramsof marijuanain
thetruck, along with nearly $1.5 mil-
lionin cash. Themoney and the 2001
Dodgetruck were seized under federal

forfaturelaw.
Jonathan Mortimer wasarrested on

Det. Scott Grant and his canine Missy look over nearly $1.5 million in cash
discovered in the truck of a man wanted by the DEA.

thefederd warrant for illegd interstate
travel and possession of cocaine,
oxycodone, and methamphetamine.
Thewarrantisfrom Baton Rouge, Loui-
siana. He was placed on hold in our
Land O’ LakesDetentionfacility at the
time, and later transferred to Tampafor
ahearing.

Hiswife, Kathryn Mortimer, was
arrested and charged with possession
of methamphetamine, possession of
marijuana(about 14 grams), traffick-
inginacontrolled substance
(Hydrocodone) and possession of a
controlled substance.

Zephyrhills grow house growing no more thanks to sheriff detectives

Pasco Sheriff’sViceand Narcotics
detectives arrested three people Dec.
10, 2008, for operating agrow house

inZephyrhills.
Agentsfromthefedera Drug En-
forcement Adminigtration originaly re-

sponded to the house located at 3315
AnataDriveand received permission
to search thehousefrom the occupants.
Theagentsfound agrow house opera-
tionintwo of theroomsand contacted
our agency to makethearrests.

Three men were arrested on one
count each of cultivation of marijuana
and booked into the Land O’ Lakes
Detention Center on $5,000 bond.

Approximately 23 pounds of pot
packaged in 1-pound bags ready for
distribution werefound onthefloor of
thehouse. Also, 104 plantsweresaized,
for atotal of 230 pounds.




Sheriff’s Holiday Food Drive a success for hundreds

The 2008 Pasco Sheriff’sHoliday
Food Basket drive was a success as
440familiesacrossthe county received
theingredientsto acomplete holiday

meal, including afrozenturkey and a
box full of fixings. Onachilly Dec. 22
morning, deputies, civilian volunteers,
Explorers, and other agency members

gathered to begin the distribution of
food, both in New Port Richey and
Dade City. According to Cpl. Dan
Dede, 29,000 cansof food weregath-
ered and donated by Pasco school
employeesand studentsa one. Coor-
dinating the collection of food were
volunteersfrom the PSO Citizen Ser-
vice Unit and the PSO PoliceAcad-
emy Alumni Association. Food baskets
wereloaded upin both agency vehicles
and members’ personal vehiclesand
deliveredtofamiliesat their front door.

All foodleft over fromthefooddrive
wasdonated to areafood pantries, that
providefood to needy familiesin our
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community.

TheHoliday Food Basket driveis
ayearly event supported by the em-
ployees and volunteers of the Pasco
Sheriff’s Office, with donations ac-
cepted from citizensand socid groups.




