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From the Sheriff's desk

Voters’ decision acknowledges strides made

| would like to thank everyone for their
support during the past eight years | have
had the pleasure serving as your sheriff.
Pasco County’s historic vote that gives me
a third term deeply humbles me but | be-
lieve also demonstrates that citizens under-
stand the outstanding job being done by our
men and women everyday.

Wehave comealongway inimproving the
service and professionalism of the Pasco
Sheriff’sOffice, and have donethisas one of
themost fiscally responsible agenciesin the
sate. Thispreparesuswell for thechallenges
ahead aswe continueto operatein agrowing
county with shrinking resources.

Some of the goalswewill befocused on
over thenext four yearsinclude:

- Continuing the fight against both street

level and mid-level drug dealers, which can
reduce our overall violent crime and prop-
erty crime;

- Continuing our enhanced enforcement
effort against organized criminal groups, be
it an actual named gang or aloosely associ-
ated group of thugs,

- Growing the ranks of our volunteer
units, which provide excellent service at vir-
tually no cost to taxpayers,

-Working on the compl etion and manning
of theadditiontotheLand O’ Lakes Deten-
tion Center, to handle our growing inmate
population.

With your continued support, wewill con-
tinueto improvethe service provided to our
community and make Pasco abetter placefor
all of usto live.

Sheriff Bob White is interviewed by ABC Action News reporter Carson Chambers after
his historic third term re-election.



Technology enhances PSO patrol capabilities

Pasco Sheriff’s Office dispatchers
and road patrol supervisorshaveanew
capability that enhancesthe coordina
tionof assgning deputiestocitizencals
for service.

This capability isbased on atech-
nology that themilitary and then civil-
ianshave beenusing for years. Global
Positioning Satellites, or GPS. Anau-
tomatic vehiclelocator (AVL) isade-
vicethat makesuse of GPStechnology
to enablethe agency to remotely track
thelocation of itsvehiclefleet. Sheriff’'s
Office patrol cars are now equipped
withthedevices, which displaysthelo-
cationsof thecarsinred timeoninter-
activemapsonlargeLCD terminalsin
the Communications Center, and on
supervisor’slaptop computersintheir
cars.

“Oneof my campagn promiseseight
yearsagowasto reducethetimeit takes
our deputies to respond to citizens
cals,” Sheriff Bob White said. “We
have cut in half the responsetimesto
our highest priority callsfor service, but
we continueto striveto reduceal re-
sponsetimes, and thisisour latest en-
deavor inthat area.”

In 2005 and 2006, the Pasco
Sheriff’sOfficewasawarded morethan
$330,000 from two federal grantsto
purchase 320AVL units. ANAVL sys
temisableto pinpoint thelongitude, lati-

tude, ground speed, and coursedirec-
tionof agivenvehicle. Theprimary use
of theAVL systemisfor dispatchersto
seewherethe deputiesarelocated in
relation toincoming callsfor service.
Thisalowsmoreefficient dispatching
of deputiestothosecdls whereatimely
response could be a matter of life or
death.

Another useof theAVL systemis
for road patrol supervisorsto havean
accurate, real-time snapshot of where
their squadsarein relation to holding
cals, whichasoalowsthemtoassist
dispatchersindeploying deputies. They
canview theAVL map from the com-
puter laptopsintheir vehiclesor from
their office computers.

A third usefor thesystemisfor indi-
vidua deputiesto map out whichroads
will lead totheir destination the quick-
e, acommon usefor civilian GPSsys-
tems. A fourthuseisfor deputiesto
see each other when setting up a pe-
rimeter, asinasearchfor amissing per-
sonor acrimina ontherun. Afifthuse
isfor deputy safety. Incaseof trouble,
dispatchersand supervisorscanfindthe
last known location of adeputy’sve-
hicle. For example, thiscould bevita
informationif adeputy hadtoleavehis
vehiclefor afoot pursuit of asuspect.
A sixthusewouldinvolveaworst-case
scenario, suchasahurricane. Normal

landmarks might be moved, destroyed
or obstructed, but deputieswould be
ableto determine exactly wherethey
arelocated by using the system. Pasco
deputiessaw thisused during Hurricane
Katrina relief operations when they
were deployed to Mississippi in 2005.

“1 have no doubt that this new en-
hancement to our deployment Strategies
will haveaprofoundimpact onour abil-
ity to provide even better service to
Pasco citizens,” Sheriff White said.
“Best of al, it wasimplemented using
federal grant money, saving local tax
dollars”




Backup Comm Center improves emergency preparedness

When Hurricane Charley raged
ashorein PuntaGorda, Floridain Au-
gust 2004, one of the casualties of the
powerful storm was the Charlotte
County Emergency Operations Cente.
Membersof that EOC had to evacuate
asthebuilding beganto crumblearound
them during the height of thestorm.

For that reason, Pasco County and
Sheriff’sOfficeleadersdecided to have
aback-up planif the worst-case sce-
nario happened at the 911 Emergency
Communications Center in New Port
Richey, mere milesfrom the Gulf of
Mexico. That back-up planincludesa
new backup communi cations center.

Members of the Pasco Board of
County Commissionersand the Pasco
Sheriff’s Office viewed the new 911
Communications Back-up Center lo-
cated at theLand O’ Lakes Detention
Center on October 22, 2008.

Completion of the backup center
wasajoint effort by Pasco County and
the Sheriff’s Office. In 2006, about a
year after the Pasco Sheriff’sOffice co-
located withthe 911 Emergency Com-
munications Center, it was determined
that therewasnot aviableback-up site
forthismissoncritica function. Sheriff’s
Office and Fire-Rescue personnel set
out tofind asuitable site. While com-
pleting plansfor the newly remodeled
JuvenileAssessment Center at theLand
O’ Lakes Detention Center, Sheriff’s
Office jail administrators agreed to
downsizethe JAC to makeroomfor a
communi cationsbackup center.

The completion of the back-up cen-
ter wasthefirst goal Elmer Holt, 911-
OperationsManager, wasdirected with
completing when hewashiredin No-
vember 2007.

“Inthecaseof man-madeor natural
disagtersthat may disrupt theoperations
of the 911 Center it isimperative that
we havethetechnology inplaceto pro-
vide aseamlesstransition to the back-

upsiteinorder toavoid any lossof 911
cals,” Holt said. “Weare prepared to
providethe samelevel of professiona
serviceto thecommunity evenwiththe
lossof our primary site.”

The County’sInformation Technol-
ogy Unit suppliedthegtaff tofurnishand
connect the computers. Interior con-
struction was completed using inmate
labor. The Sheriff’s Office and the
County Emergency 911 Communica-
tionsUnitworked jointly to overseethe
project. Networking and ingtall ation of
computerswas donejointly by Pasco
County and Pasco Sheriff’sOfficel T
staffs. Sheriff’sofficeand Pasco Fire-
Rescue personnel ass sted with putting
thefinishing touches on the center to
ensurethat their particular emergency
communication needswere met. Com-
pared to the costs of building an en-
tirely new center, considerabletax dol-
larswere saved by using theavailable
spaceattheLand O’ LakesDetention
Center. Inmate labor saved another
$25,000in congtruction costs. Themain
cost of the backup center was the
$160,000 needed to refurbish the spe-
cialized computer equipment fromthe
old Sheriff’ sOfficecommunication cen-
ter in Dade City that routesincoming
911 calls. The cost of new equipment
would have been about $1 million. In
the end, the total cost of the backup
center cameto about $250,000, afrac-
tion of what anew center would cost
to bebuilt from theground up and fur-
nished with new equipment. Theproject
wasfunded with 911 feesthat telgphone
userspay aspart of their service.

Elmer Holt explainsthat the Backup
Center isjust thefirstin many improve-
ments planned for the county’ semer-
gency communication cgpabilities. His
unit hasbeen awarded agrant for more
than $819,000 to upgrade its current
10-year-old computer system that
routesincoming 911 calls. Thegoal is
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to purchase an | P-enabled Next Gen-
eration 9-1-1 (NG9-1-1) system able
to adapt rapidly to new technology and
support new devices. Holtisaso pur-
suing an additional grant of $900,000
that would provide enough funds to
complement thisstate-of-the-art equip-
ment by developing a911 IPnetwork

Refurbishing the PSO router saved
more than $750,000. The router is the
main computer system for directing
incoming emergency calls for service.

in Pasco County. The highest prior-
ity will be to provide a system that
allowsthe hearing impaired to access
911 systems via text messaging, no
doubt an ADA requirement in the
near future.

The Backup Center can be used
anytimethat aproblem occurswith the
county’sregular, full-time 911 opera-
tion. Thiscanincludetechnologicd is-
sueswith computers and other equip-
ment, problemswith theactua building
in New Port Richey, or with the ex-
treme case of anatural or man-made
disaster. In addition, the Backup Cen-
ter can beused for the needsof thefour
city policeandfiredepartmentsif there
isaproblemwiththeir emergency com-
munications



TIPS targets automobile burglaries in central Pasco

A Pasco Sheriff’s Office auto
burglary suppression task force that
was formed in September has
quickly produced impressiveresults.

During the month of September,
auto burglariesintheLand O’ Lakes

During the month of
September, auto
burglaries in the area
fell to 42 from the 151
that occurred during
the previous month.

and Wesley Chapel fell to 42 from
the 151 that occurred during the
month of August. Thisareaisnear
multiple major highways that
thieves often use to quickly move
in and out of neighborhoods. To
date, the team has made or assisted
PSO detectiveswith over 93 arrests
for 117 felonies and 43 misde-
meanor offenses.

Thetask force, dubbed the Tacti-
cal Intelligence Policing Squad, or
TIPS, iscomprised of four road pa-
trol deputies, oneProperty CrimesUnit
detective, and one sergeant. Part of
theteam’ s success comesfrom forg-
ing partnershipswith community groups
and schoolstoidentify crime patterns
and target criminal groups activein
thesearess.

Thisproactiveapproach alowsthe
team to quickly identify, locate, and
arrest elusive and habitua offend-
ers, thereby preventing their crimi-
nal activity from escalating. Since
thetask forceispatrol-based, it also
provides arapid responseto citizen
generated tips, such as suspicious
person and vehicle calls. These
types of callsoften lead to theiden-
tification and arrest of multiple bur-
glars and ultimately clear severad

crimesin the area

An exampleoccurred last month
when an off-duty Pasco Sheriff’s
deputy waswalking hisdog and no-
ticed a suspicious vehicle in the
Grand Oaks Subdivision. The task
force, along with patrol units, was
ableto quickly locate thevehicleand
subsequently arrest the five occu-
pantsfor auto burglariesin the sub-
division. Through further investi-
gation of this group, the team has
learned of morethan 50 other crimes
they committed throughout East
Pasco and Hillsborough County, in-
cluding vehicle thefts, residential

eral countiesthat night, committing
burglariesin subdivisionsaong In-
terstate 75. Stolen property found
intheir vehicleshasassisted with in-
vestigations in multiple jurisdic-
tions.

Besides stolen vehicles, theteam
hasrecovered guns, computer game
consoles, collectibles, GPS devices,
radios, DVD players, and purses.

Theteam remindscitizenstofol-
low Smpleprevention measuresin pro-
tectingtheir valuables:

1. Lockyour vehicle'sdoorsat
al times, even for short stops, since

burglaries, and an arson. Addition-
aly, a stolen checkbook, found in
the suspects' vehicle, linked the
group to three other subjects who
wereresponsiblefor committing 17
auto burglaries in the Fox Ridge
Subdivision.

Thismonth, asimilar tip froma
resident inthe Lexington Oaks Subdi-
vision allowed thetask forceto cap-
turetwo auto burglary suspectsasthey
were leaving the subdivision. The
suspects had traveled through sev-
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most auto burglaries involve un-
locked doors;

2. Removeany vauables, such
aspursesand electronics, asthieves
look for vehicles that have such
itemsin plain view;

3. Contact the Pasco Sheriff’'s
Officeif you observesuspiciouspeople
or vehiclesinyour neighborhood. Try
to obtain as much information about
thesubject(s), including aclothing de-
scription and vehicle make, includ-
ing alicense plate number.



