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“But if just 10
percent of such
contacts proved
successful ... that
could be saving
Pasco taxpayer’s
tens of thou-
sands of dollars!”
[
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From the Sheriff's desk

Volunteers help reduce costs of missed court dates

Pasco Sheriff’s Officevolunteersarering-
ing up Pasco citizenswho have upcoming court
datesto remind themto appear. Why?Because
citizenswho missthelir required court datewill
automatically haveawarrant issued for their
arrest. That startsalong and time-consuming
processthat will end upwiththat personinjail,
all of which coststaxpayers money.

Last year, therewere 4,177 “faillureto ap-
pear” arrestsmade by the Pasco Sheriff’s Of -
fice. Of course, some of those arrests were
madefor peoplewho probably never intended
to show up to face thejudge. But some citi-
zensmove, or just plainforget about their court
date. Let mebeclear: Itisthecitizen’srespon-
ghility toremember their court dateand tokeep
their address and phone number updated so
any agency inthejustice system can contact
them. But if we can reduce the number of
peoplewhofail to appear in court becausethey
didn’t receivetheir summonsor they just plain
forgot about the date, we can reduce the
amount of overcrowding in our jail and the
amount of money it coststo processtheciti-
zensinthesearrests. More agenciesthan the
Pasco Sheriff'sOfficeareinvolvedinsuch ar-
rests. The Pasco Clerk of the Court, the State
Attorney’s Office, and Parole and Probation
might also havetoincur costswhileprocessing
theindividud.

Wegtarted the programin May of thisyear,
when volunteersbegan cdling citizenstheweek
beforetheir scheduled court date. Sincethen,
our hard-working volunteersaverage 650 con-
tactsamonth, either with defendants, athird
personthey livedwith, or their voicemail. Hun-
dredsmoreeach month arediminated fromthe
list duetothefact that they werealready injail
again or in asupervised release program that
requires them to make regular callsto their

detention supervisors.

How many of these peoplethat our volun-
teers contacted might have been kept out of
jail since they were reminded of their court
date?Wedon't know sinceultimatdly they have
to bethe oneswho decideto attend court. But
if just 10 percent of such contacts proved
successful, that would be 65 individualsfor
whom we did not have to issue a warrant,
search for and arrest; did not have to feed,
clothe, and house at thejail; and did not have
to have another court date added for the of -
fenseof missing acourt dateto beginwith! That
could be saving Pasco taxpayer’ stensof thou-
sandsof dollarg!

Thisprogramisonly assuccessful asthe
volunteerswho participateintheprogram. We
areawaysin need of motivated citizenstoas-
gstinawidevariety of volunteer opportunities
hereat the Pasco Sheriff’sOffice. If youthink
that youwouldliketovolunteer for thisor other
programs, please contact our Human Re-
sources section at 1-800-854-2862, extension
7791.

Special note: Therearescam artistswho
pretend to begovernment officialsand call citi-
zensthreatening them with jail becausethey
missed their court date, jury duty summons, or
other such appointment. These criminalswill
then ask you for persond informationin an at-
tempt to stedl your identity. However, our court
casevolunteers, or any other law enforcement
officer, WILL NOT ask you for your social
security number, bank account number, credit
card number, or any other typeof personal in-
formation that could beused to stedl your iden-
tity. If you receive such acall from someone
askingfor your persond information, itisascam
and you should immediately hang up!




Pasco Police Athletic League Football Jamboree

For 35 years, the Pasco Sheriff’s Office’s Police Athletic L eague has provided boys and girls a healthy, produc-
tiveway to spend their time -- learning the importance of teamwork, following the rules, and committing to agoal.
There are now more than 3,000 kids involved, and the football players and cheerleaders kicked off this year's
season with afootball jamboree in Hudson on August 9. Thousands of parents, relatives and friends crowded the
fields on abeautiful Saturday afternoon to cheer for their children and teams.

- A team huddles up to listen to some
Sheriff Bob White mingles with the last minute pointers from their
homefield Hudson Cobras. coaches.

The calls of the cheerleaders
could be heard on every
sideline.

Children wait on the sidelines, eager to
hit the field and start their game.

Families and friends caught a glimpse of the
excitement to come, as evidenced in this
breakout run.

There couldn’t be any games without
the expertise of the black and whites.




Sheriff White presents awards to agency employees

On June 1, 2007, Deputies Jef-
frey Desenso, William Ferguson,
and William Or ndor ff responded to
aresdenceon BoltonAvenuein Hud-
sonfor anunverified 911 call.

As the deputies approached the
residence, anarmed malesubject could
be seen yelling and pacing back and
forth onthe porch. Thedeputiescom-
manded the man to show his hands
anddropthegun. Themanrefusedto
comply. After theman pointed thegun
toward the deputies and fired, the
deputiesreturnedfire. Thesuspect was
pronounced dead at the scene.

The supervisor who nominated the
deputieswrotethat many law enforce-
ment officersare never faced with the
kind of violence that these deputies
faced that night. Their courageous
actions are highly commended and
show their exemplary commitment to
thelaw enforcement profession.

Deputies Jeffrey Desenso, William
Ferguson, and William Orndorff were
awarded the Pasco Sheriff’s Office
Meritorious ServiceAward for Cour-

age.

On January 6, 2008, Deputies
Christopher Miller and Robert
Medina, Jr. responded to awelfare
check involving a43-year old male
whowasterminaly ill, severely de-
pressed about hiscondition, and who
had | eft hisresidence unexpectedly.

Thesubject’swifesaid shesaw him
conced ahandgun undernegth hisshirt
when heleft and she bdlieved her hus-
bandwassuicidal.

Deputy Miller locatedthesubject’s
vehicle after amotorist saw someone
suspiciousa ong theroadway.

DeputiesMiller and Medinatacti-
cally approached thevehiclewiththe
subject unawareof their presence. The
manwasdumped over onthesteering
wheel with ablack revolver lying on

the seat next to hisleg.

Deputy Miller seized an opportu-
nity to quickly openthe passenger door
and remove the handgun before the
subject redized their presence.

Themanwassafely takeninto cus-
tody and Baker Acted. Thediligence
and quick thinking of these deputies
prevented a volatile stand-off and
probably saved the subject from tak-
inghisownlife.

Deputies Christopher Miller and
Robert MedinaJr. were awarded the
Pasco Sheriff’s Office Life Saving
Award.

On May 5, 2008, Detention
Dep. Jonathan Merriman wasre-
turning home from work as he
came upon the scene of a traffic
crash on U.S. 41 that involved two
pedestriansbeing hit by acar. Theac-
cident happened at 11 p.m., and the
road wasdark with very littlelighting.

Deputy Merrimanimmediatey po-
gtioned hispersond vehicleintheroad
to block traffic so theinjured pedes-
trianscould not be hit again. Hefirst
checked the malewho was breathing
andthendirected acitizento stay with
himand keep himtalkingand dert.

Hethen attended to theinjured fe-
ma ewho unfortunately would later be
pronounced dead.

Deputy Jonathan Merrimaniscom-
mended for hisquick actionsthat saved
thelife of the male subject and was
awarded the Pasco Sheriff’s Office
LifeSaving Award.

On March 21, 2008, Detention
Dep. Deborah Ramsey was work-
ingintheLand O’ Lakes Detention
Center Medicd Unit. Aninmatefrom
acell began calling for help. Deputy
Ramsey responded and discovered
that theinmate's cellmate had some-
thing tied around her neck. Thein-
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mate was lying on her bunk and ap-
peared to be sleeping. Upon further
examination, Dep. Ramsey observed
a sock wrapped around her neck,
fashioned into atourniquet.

Deputy Ramsey summoned help
from another deputy to assist in cut-
ting thesock from around theinmate's
neck. Deputy Ramsey observed that
theinmatewasbluein color and did
not appear to be breathing.

Deputy Ramsey was ableto first
loosen the sock from around the
inmate’sneck and then shelifted the
inmate’s head so the inmate could
breathe.

Deputy Ramsey’s actions pre-
vented the suicide of theinmate and
she is hereby awarded the Pasco
Sheriff’sOfficeLifesavingAward.

On June 7, 2008, Communica-
tions Officer Yecenia Estradahad
dispatched Dep. David Boyer toa
call about an unwanted guest. When
Dep. Boyer arrived on sceneheheard
noises coming fromthe garage at the
home. Deputy Boyer tried unsuccess-
fully to get anyoneto respond fromthe
garageareaand went around thehome
knocking on windows seeing if any-
onewasinsde.

Atthesametime, Communications
Officer Estradareceived aduplicate
call about asubject inthe garage at-
tempting to hang himself.

CommunicationsOfficer Edrada's
quick recognition of theduplicatecall,
aongwithgoingover theradioimme-
diately with thisupdate, enabled Dep.
Boyer to gain entry into the garage.
Deputy Boyer wasableto get the sub-
ject to the ground and started CPR.
The subject was successfully revived.

Communications Officer Yecenia
Estradaand Dep. David Boyer were
awarded the Pasco Sheriff’s Office
LifesavingAward.





