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From the Sheriff's desk
New program may help find missing kids faster

ThePasco Sheriff’sOfficeisunvellinganew
programamed at reducing aterriblestatisticin
our society. Thefocusof Operation Find Me
istofacilitatethe quick release of photos, video
and aphysical description of amissing or ab-
ducted child. Here’'show it works: The Pasco
Sheriff’sOfficewill soonbegiving away free
“thumbdrives” or aportablecomputer memory
storagedevice. Parentsand guardianscan put
digita photosand video of their childrenonthe
thumb drive, and it will also featureadescrip-
tion of thechild. If their child becomeslost or
abducted, they merely haveto givethethumb
driveto aPasco deputy or other law enforce-
ment officer who canthen download dl thein-
formation about the childtoacomputer. It can
then be sent ingtantly to the newsmedia, which
can broadcast the photos and description to
viewerswho may haveseentheir child.

When achild isabducted and murdered,
75 percent arekilled inthefirst
threehoursafter they aretaken.
That leaves law enforcement
with avery small timeframeto
begin the search to successfully
locate and safely return an ab-
ducted child. Thatiswhyitis
vita for picturesand evenvideo
of amissing child to beavail-
ableand quickly disseminated
to other law enforcement agen-
ciesand thenewsmediaso that
the public can be on the look-
out for thechild and hisor her
abductor.

Operation FindMeadsoen-
ablesparentsto assist the Pasco
Sheriff’s Office’s rapid-re-
sponse Missing and Abducted
ChildTeam (MAC). Thisgroup
of specially-trained deputies

usesastate-of-the-art vehicleto quickly get to
the scene of an abduction or whereamissing
childwaslast seen. UsngtheMACvehicleas
amobile office, theteam can usethe Opera-
tion Find Methumb driveto forward the pho-
tosand video of the child to the Pasco Sheriff’s
Office website, where the news media and
public caningantly view theinformation.

Since minutes count in these cases, the
guicker we can disseminate the photos and
video of amissing or abducted child, themore
eyes and earswe can have hel ping usto en-
suretheir safereturn. If you arethe parent or
guardian of achild, | urgeyouto participatein
thisnew program. Wehopeyou never haveto
useit. Butif youdo, it may saveyour loved
one'slife. For moreinformation, pleasevisit
our website at www.pascosheriff.comwhere
wewill soon haveinformation on how tore-
ceiveyour thumbdrive.




Weapons destruction secure, safe process

Doug Tobin,
Public Information Officer

What does a law enforcement
agency dowhenit needsto dispose of
severa hundred weapons?Periodicaly,
the Pasco Sheriff’s Office Property and
Evidence sectionisfaced withthisdi-
lemma and the job is no easy task.
Every year, thousands of itemsof evi-
dencein crimesand other incidentsare
confiscated by deputiesin Pasco. Inad-
dition, citizensoften turnin property
they no longer want to the Sheriff’s
Office. Thisevidenceand property is
securely stored by the PSO Property
and Evidence section, until acourt or-
derisreceivedtolegaly disposeof it.

A recent destruction process in-
cluded 741 guns, and thiswasthefirst
large-scal e destruction of weaponshby
the Pasco Sheriff’ sOfficein nearly two
years. But gunsweren’t theonly dan-
gerousitems destroyed. Other items
included lightsand transformersfrom
marijuanagrow houses, an old large
screen TV and acollection of knives.

In an evidence destruction process,
thereare severa factorsinvolved that
require supervision and security. First
of al, transporting the property across
several different countiesinvolvesan
appropriate amount of security. Depu-
tieshaveto escort and monitor thecon-
voy of vehiclestransporting the prop-
erty fromthemoment it |leavesthe se-
cure confinesof the PSO Property and
EvidencebuildinginLand O’ Lakesto
theshredding facility in Sarasota.Prior
tothegunsbeing loadedinto thetrans-
port vans, each weapon has to be
checked and rechecked to make sure
thereisno liveammunition. A box of
rifles, several boxesof handgunsand
evenaninert grenadewereamong the
itemsdestroyed in therecent process.

A new company was used by the
PSOfor itsdestruction process. Ameri-

can ElectronicsRe-
cycling in Sarasota
cannot only handle
the destruction of
such alarge amount
of weapons, but also
agreed to do it for |
free. Joe Blodgett, £
Plant manager for the &=
recycling company, |5
said his boss saw a |
news report about
law enforcement
agenciesdisposing of g
weaponsinthe Gulf %
of Mexico. :

“There are some [
environmental con-
cerns about dispos-
ing of weapons in
such a manner,” he
said. “Wethen began
asking law enforce- |
ment agencies to

bring thewegponsto Hundreds of weapons were loaded into vans to trans-
usandwe |l doit for Port to the recycling facility.

free”

Severa law enforcement agencies
responded to the offer, which must
work with limited fundsbut till needa
way to destroy hundreds of weapons
and keep them off the streets. Now, the
Sheriff’s Offices from Sarasota,
Hillsborough, Manatee, and Pasco, and
the Bradenton and TampaPolice De-
partments, usethisfacility to destroy
weapons. The Pasco Sheriff’sOfficeis
also tasked with the destruction of
weaponsfrom Pasco’'ssmaller law en-
forcement agencies, suchasZephyrhills,
Dade City, Port Richey and New Port
Richey Police Departments. Florida
statute dictatesthat it isthe Sheriff’s
Office' srespongibility to destroy aban-
doned or confiscated weapons.

“Wefed likeour company isdoing
itspart to help the environment by pro-
viding aplaceto disposeof suchitems,
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andwealsofedl likewe' redoing our
part to giveto our community by help-
ing law enforcement,” Blodgett said.
Blodgett’sbiggest concernisensuring
all theweapons have been cleared of
ammunitionfor thesafety of hisemploy-
eesand themulti-milliondollar indus-
trid shredding machines.

“I havea9 millimeter bullet that Sts
onmy desk asareminder that wefind
liveshdlsfromtimetotime,” herecdled.
“Weevenhad a9 mmclipfilled with
rounds that we caught before it was
about to be shredded.”

Pasco Sheriff’sOffice Property and
Evidence Manager LindaHypessaid
by using the Sarasotacompany it saved
our agency atremendousamount of time
and money.

“We used to haveto transport these
wegponsall theway to Jacksonvilleor

Continued on back page



Sheriff recognizes agency volunteers

2008 PSO Volunteers
of the Year

Volunteer of the Year

Nellie Robinsonisnot anewcomer
topublicservice, andisretired with over
25 yearsin Pasco County government.
Ndliejoined thePasco Sheriff'sOffice's
Citizen ServiceUnitwiththeinaugura
classin November 2004 asone of the
origind 15 members. Ndliehaslogged
over 4,000 volunteer hoursof service
and her impeccable record has also
earned her the prestigious Presidential
Cdll to ServiceAward. Nellie Robinson
donated 1,080 hoursof her timetothe
betterment of the PSO volunteer pro-
gram in 2007, and her current duties
indude:

e Entering every timerecordfor ev-
ery volunteer bi-weekly (all 39,000
hoursworth)

¢ Providing weekly statistical data
anaysisfor thevolunteer program

e Maintaininginventory control and
ordering for al commoditiesrelated to
thevolunteer program

e Maintaining suppliesfor day-to-
day needsof in-service personnel

e Maintaining custody and control
of al uniformtraffic and parking cita-
tionsissued by CSSpersonnel. Nellie
a so devel oped afilemanagement sys-
temfor citationsand associated photos
of evidentiary value being issued by
Citizen Service Unit patrol members.

e Maintaining afilesysteminplace
that keeps all of our CSU member’s
training recordsin compliancewithes-
tablished locd and stateguidelines

Volunteer Field Training Officer
of theYear
Robert Maas|ogged 800 hours of
active patrol time in 2007 and has
logged 2,500 hours since joining the
patrol in 2004. Bob Maaswasamong
thefirst to dedicate even more of his

timeto hiscommunity by volunteering
to becomea CSU Field Training Of -
ficer. FTOsaretasked with training new
membersasthey enter thefield. Bob
M aas attended 40 hours of advanced
and specidizedtraining to preparehim-
sdf and sncethat time, hisuniqueblend
of academic and technical skillsasa
trainer have provento beaninvaluable
asset to the CSU program. One of the
most dangerous (and frequent) tasksa
CSU mugt performisthat of traffic con-
trol. Learning to dissect atraffic prob-
lem, implement atraffic flow strategy,
and manage acongested highway can
be adaunting task for anew and inex-
perienced volunteer. Theimportanceof
qudity traininginthisareaisparamoun.

Robert Maas wrote a customized
“Traffic Control Officer (TCO)” lesson
plan tailored to the needs of the CSU
volunteer. Hislesson planwastheprod-
uct of much research and subject mat-
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ter expertiseasaformer Pasco County
Traffic Control Officer of many years.
The courseincluded apracticum skills
session on the Safety Town concourse
inwhich he coordinated four intersec-
tionscenarioswithlivetraffic. Bobaso
prepared a25 question, multiple-choice
examination to measurethelearning
process of new recruits. Bob Maas
deservesthe credit for the consistent
quaity of new CSU memberstotraffic
detailstoday.

BobMaaswasassigned tothebus-
estintersection of thelargest event held
inwestern Pasco County. Bob wasthe
officer-in-chargeat US19 and Main
Street for the 2007 Chasco Fiestain
New Port Richey. Theintersection of
US 19 and Main Street wasthe end of
the paraderoute. Theintersection al-
ready hasthousandsof vehiclestravel-

Continued on back page



Weapons, from pagetwo

Miami,” shesaid. “Wehad to bethere
at 8am. and that meant leaving Pasco
County around 3inthemorning. Now,
we can leavearound 9 am., and are
done by noon. Thiscompany isreally
fantastic, and they even had acouple
of people here to help us unload.”
Oncea theshredding facility, theguns
areunloaded fromthevansand placed
onto aconveyor belt. The belt takes
thewegponstoalargeindustrid shred-
der that turnssted, duminumandwood
into achewed-up pile of rubble.

These shreddersalso separate all
the components making the most out
of therecycling effort. Thewood from
the gun stocks are put into one pile,
whilethested isshredded, eventually
melted and shipped back to the steel
mills. Aluminum fromthegrow house
lightscan aso berecycledinto anum-
ber of items, and eventheplasticfrom
TV’sand computer monitorsare sepa-
rated into pileswhereacompany from
Chinabuysit and turnsit into another
product. Hypesalso saysAmerican
Electronic Recyclingisextremely effi-

cient.

“It used to take us all day to wait
for theweaponsto be melted down,”
she said. “ This company can do the
jobinafew hours.” Hypesalso said
American Electronic Recycling will
take more items that need to be de-
stroyed and other placeswouldn'’ t take
knivesand lights. “ Thiscompany not
only destroyed our items, but evengave
usacertificate of disposal and avid-
eotapeto proveit had been destroyed.
They redlly go aboveand beyondwith
their service”

Volunteers, from previouspage

ing throughit each day. Onthe day of
thefestival, thistrafficincreases, and
asoincdudesthousandsof pedestrians,
numerousparadefloats, and marching
bands. Bob developed atraffic flow
plan early-on and he saw the need to
alter the city’s pre-established barri-
cade plan for the intersection to in-
crease the safety of pedestrians and
improve traffic flow. The New Port
Richey Police officers on the scene
agreedwithMaas assessmentand his
traffic plan wasimmediately imple-
mented. CSU Maas was on his feet
actively engaged inintersection con-
trol for aperiod of 6 hours. The day

ended without incident at thismajor
intersection. Parade floats safely
crossed the busy street, pedestrians
were safely guided across, and mo-
toristswereefficiently routed through
theevent thanksto Maas' expertise.

Some of the more notable cases
that Bob hasbeen persondly involved
withinthepast year include:

¢ A recovered stolen car during a
self-initiated abandoned automobile
invegtigetion;

e |ocating ahit-and-run suspect for
the FloridaHighway Petrol whichre-
sultedinanarrest;

e Processing acrimescenefor busy
patrol deputiesoneweekday afternoon
on RidgeRoad,;
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e | nvestigating misdemeanor cases
toalleviate someof thecall load from
road patrol deputies,

¢ Picking uplargeitemsof eviden-
tiary value, e.g. asafe, for our detec-
tives,

e Transporting goods seized in a
searchwarrant from the sceneto Prop-
erty Evidencefor processing andin-
ventory.

Volunteer of theYear with M ost
HoursServed in 2007
CSU LouisRoss leddl other vol-
unteerswith 1,498 hours of histime
spent assisting citizens of Pasco
County.





