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From the Sheriff's desk

Budget cuts painful for our efficient agency

On June 1, | presented the 2008-2009
Sheriff’sOffice budget request tothe Board of
County Commissioners. Key elementsof the
$85 million budget request includeno new po-
stions, no raisesfor any employees, no capital
outlay requests, and an overall decreasefrom
last year’sbudget of dmost $1.1 million.

Combined with an approximate $1.5 mil-
lion reduction in expendituresthisyear, the
total estimated reduction in Sheriff’s Office
funding thisyear and next is expected to be
about $2.6 million. Itisimportant to notethat
thisbudget callsfor nolayoffsof any PSO per-
sonnel, which could changeif the Pasco Board
of County Commissionersrequiresadditional
cutsto our funding. Keepingall of my dedi-
cated employeesisatop priority and vital to
maintaining aprofessional level of serviceto
our citizens.

The Pasco Sheriff’ s Office continuesto pro-
videthe most cost-effective law enforcement
servicesof any Floridaagency we have exam-
ined, largeor small, rural or urban. Thus, any

est per capitacosts of the 12 largest agencies
(by population) inthe state.

For example, the 2007-2008 PSO law en-
forcement budget trand atesinto acost of $143
per Pasco citizen, whichincludesthe Penny for
Pasco salestax, part of whichisusedto pur-
chase agency vehiclesand thelaptop comput-
ersthat deputies use in those vehicles. The
stateaveragefor the 12 largest agenciesis $333
per person. ThePolk County Sheriff’sOffice
hasthenext lowest per capitalaw enforcement
costs, $201 per person, for the same budget
year. The Pasco Sheriff’'sOfficeiseven more
cost effectivethan smaller agenciessuch asthe
Hernando or Citrus County Sheriff’s Offices!

| am committed to working with the county
commission over the summer to hammer out
thebest budget for citizens. Asl havedtatedin
yearspast, | believethat public safety should
be our community’stop priority and | am com-
mitted to providing the best and most efficient
law enforcement services possiblewith what-
ever resources| haveat my disposal.

additiond cutswould
have a much more
sgnificantimpact on
public safety in our
county than other

public sefety agencies

facingsmilar funding
reductions.

The Pasco
Sheriff’sOfficelaw
enforcement jurisdic-
tion coversthe sev-
enth largest popula
tion in the state.
However, the PSO
law enforcement
budget hasthe low-

summer.

Artist’s rendition of the Land O’ Lakes Detention Center addition --
Sheriff Bob White joined county commissioners, detention depu-
ties, and construction supervisors for the ceremonial
groundbreaking on May 9. Final completion is scheduled for next




Red Cross offers important summer safety tips

Water Safety
¢ Learnto swim. Thebest thing anyone
can do to stay safein and around the
water istolearnto swim. Alwaysswim
with abuddy; never swimalone. The
American Red Cross has swimming
courses for people of any age and
swimming ability. Toenroll inaswim
course, contact your local Red Cross
chapter.
e Swim in areas supervised by a
lifeguard.
¢ Read and obey all rulesand posted
qgns
o Childrenandinexperienced snimmers
should take precautions, such as
wearingaU.S. Coast Guard-approved
persondl floatation device (PFD) when
around thewater.
o \Watch out for the dangerous*“too’s’
—tootired, too cold, toofar from safety,
too much sun, too much strenuous
activity.
o Set water safety rulesfor thewhole
family based on swimming abilities(for
example, inexperienced swimmers
should stay in water less than chest
deep).
e Be knowledgeable of the water
environment you areinanditspotentia
hazards, such as deep and shallow
areas, currents, depth changes,
obstructionsand wherethe entry and
exit points are located. The more
informed you are, themore awareyou
will be of hazardsand safe practices.
e Pay attention to local weather
conditions and forecasts. Stop
swimming at thefirst indication of bad
wegther.
o Useafeet-first entry when entering
thewater.
e Enter headfirst only whentheareais
clearly marked for diving and hasno
obstructions.
¢ Do not mix alcohol with swimming,
diving or boating. Alcohol impairsyour
judgment, balance, and coordination,

affectsyour svimminganddiving kills,
and reducesyour body’sability to stay
warm.

Beach Safety

e Protect your skin: Sunlight contains
two kinds of UV rays — UVA
increasestherisk of skin cancer, skin
aging, and other skin diseases. UVB
causes sunburn and can lead to skin
cancer. Limit the amount of direct
sunlight you receive between 10am.
and 4 p.m. and wear asunscreenwith
asun protection factor of at least 15.

e Drink plenty of water regularly and
oftenevenif youdonot fed thirgty. Your
body needswater to keep cool.

¢ Avoid drinkswith dcohol or caffeine
inthem. They can makeyou fedl good

briefly but makethe heat’seffectson
your body worse. Thisisespecidly true
with beer, which dehydratesthe body.
¢ \Wear eye protection.

¢ Sunglassesarelikesunscreenfor your
eyesand protect against damage that
can occur fromUV rays.

¢ Besuretowear sunglasseswithlabels
that indicate that they absorb at |east
90 percent of UV sunlight.

e Wear foot protection. Many times,
people’ sfeet can get burned from the
sand or cut from glassinthe sand.

o Watch for signsof heat stroke. Heat
stroke is life-threatening and occurs
when the person’ stemperature control
system, which produces sweating to
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cool thebody, ssopsworking. Thebody
temperature canriseso high that brain
damageand deeth may resultif thebody
isnot cooled quickly.

Signdsof heat strokeinclude:
-- Hot, red, and usualy dry skin, butin
some cases such as during athletic
activity whilewearingahdmet, theskin
may bemoist
-- Changesin consciousness
-- Rapid, weak pulse, and
-- Rapid, shdlow breathing.

If you suspect someoneisavictim
of heat stroke:
-- Call 9-1-1 or your local EMS
number.
-- Movethe person to acooler place.
-- Quickly cool the body by wrapping
wet sheetsaround thebody and fanit.
If you have ice packs or cold packs,
placethem oneach of thevictim'swrids
and ankles, in the armpits and on the
neck to cool thelarge blood vessels.
-- Watch for signals of breathing
problemsand make suretheairway is
clear.

-- Keegp the person lying down.

Boating Safety

e Learn to swim. See Water Safety
above.

¢ Alcohol and boating don’t mix.
Alcohol impairs your judgment,
balance, and coordination -- over 50
percent of drownings result from
boatingincidentsinvolvingacohol. For
the same reasons it is dangerous to
operate an automobilewhileunder the
influence of acohol, peopleshould not
operate aboat whiledrinking acohol.

e Look for thelabel: Use Coast Guard-
approved lifejacketsfor yourself and
your passengers when boating and
fishing.

¢ Developafloat plan. Anytimeyou go
out inaboat, givearesponsibleperson

Continued on next page



Volunteers help keep neighborhoods safe

ThePasco Sheriff’ sOffice' sall-vol-
unteer Citizen Service Unit hasbeen
conductinganighttimeoperaionto pre-
vent burglariesat county mobilehome
parks. Dubbed Operation Dark House
Patrols, CSU members have been
keeping tabson suspiciousactivity in
these parks that are often targets of
criminas

“We have gotten wonderful feed-
back fromtheresdentsand havehe ped
put their mindsat ease,” said Sgt. Troy
Fergueson, CSU supervisor.

A recent success story camefrom
a husband and wife team who were
patrolling the areain Florida Estates
Mobile Home Park on Saturday, May
31. Don and Joan Gammill advised
whiledoing res dence checksthey found
the north door of aresidence unlocked.
Don said heyelled into theresidence
with no response.

They notified their supervisor, Sgt.
Fergueson, who contacted a Pasco
Sheriff’s Community Policing Team
deputy to respond. When Dep. Dean
Yingling arrived, hedid awalkthrough

From previouspage

detail sabout whereyou will beand how
long youwill begone. Thisisimportant
if the boat is delayed because of an
emergency or becomeslost.

e Find aboating course in your area
(the Pasco Sheriff’s Office, the U.S.
Coast GuardAuxiliary, etc.) thet teaches
navigation rules, emergency procedures
and the effects of wind, water
conditions, and wegther.

e Watch the weather: Know local
weather conditions and prepare for
electrical storms. Watch local news
programs. Stop boating assoon asyou
seeor hear astorm.

Home Pools
e Learn to swim. See Water Safety
above.

of the residence and found that the
door had simply beenleft unlocked.
He then made phone contact with
the homeowner and advised himwhat
had taken place. The homeowner ad-
vised usthat hisneighbor waswatching
hisplacefor him but therewas no one

Dep. Yingling advised the home-
owner that hesecured hisresidenceand
it appeared to befineinside.

Our responsewas one of surprised
relief for thehomeowner —hewasgrate-
ful wefound thisbeforeaburglar did.
Thistype of support iswhy the CSU
was created.

Individuasinterestedinjoining the
Citizens Service Unit must passaback-

¢ Never leave a child unobserved
around water. Your eyesmust beonthe
childat al times. Adult supervisionis
recommended.

e Install aphoneby the pool or keepa
cordless phone nearby so that you can
cal 9-1-1inan emergency.

e Learn Red CrossCPR and insist that
babysitters, grandparents, and others
who carefor your child know CPR.

¢ Post CPRinstructionsand 9-1-1 or
your local emergency number in the
pool area.

¢ Enclosethe pool completely witha
self-locking, self-closing fence with
vertical bars. Openings in the fence
should be no more than four inches
wide. The house should not beincluded
asapart of thebarrier.

¢ The gate should be constructed so
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ground check and successfully com-
plete the basic training academy to
qudify. Candidatesmust beat least 18
yearsof agewithavdiddriver'slicense
to apply. Thereare no age capson ap-
plying; the average age of our VIPS
volunteer iscurrently 63 yearsold.
TheCSU Training Academy isap-
proximately 70 hourslong and meets
weekly. Thereisafiedtraining program
that followsthe basic academy train-
ing. Fiddtrainingisgod-drivenandta-
lored totheindividual volunteer’sskill
level and availability. CSU members
atend quarterly in-servicetraining, Smi-
lar to that of our certified deputies, to
learn additiona skillsand new palicies.
Prospective applicants should note
that the next Academy isnot scheduled
until theFall. Interested citizenscanpick
up an application for the Citizen Ser-
vice Unit at the Pasco Sheriff’sOffice
Human Resources Office located at
8700 Citizen Drivein New Port Richey.
Torecelvean gpplication, call toll free
1-800-854-2862, extension 7791.

that itissdlf-latching and self-closing.
¢ Never |eavefurniture near thefence
that would enableachildto climb over
thefence.

e Always keep basic lifesaving
equipment by the pool and know how
to use it. Pole, rope, and personal
flotation devices (PFDs) are
recommended.

¢ Keep toysaway from the pool when
itisnotin use. Toyscan attract young
childreninto the pool.

e Pool covers should always be
completely removed prior to pool use.
e If achildismissing, check the pool
first. Go to the edge of the pool and
scan the entire pool, bottom, and
surface, aswel| asthe surrounding pool
area



Sheriff White recognizes citizens for support to agency

tunately, Emmal sfamily watched their
homeand all of their possessionsgo
up inflames, but her parentsrealized
that their daughter’squick thinking had
saved all of their lives. Even severa

Sheriff Bob White recently pre-
sented two citizenswith specid awards
for recognizingther effortsinasssting
the Sheriff’sOfficeor ther actionsthat
assisted others.

Citizen Service Award

On November 21, 2007, Jeffrey
Gonzalez noticed avehiclewith people
insdebehind hisneighbor’sresidence
inthe Dade City area. Believing that
something wasn' t right, he continued
tomonitor theindividuds. Jeffrey then
watched astwo male subjectsexited
the rear of the residence carrying a
large, flat screenTV.

Asthe suspects|oaded the stolen
equipment intotheir vehicle, Jeffrey hid
behind the hedgesand wrotedownthe
license plate number, aswell asade-
scription of thesuspiciousindividuas.

Helater identified two of thethree
suspectsasbeingthesameindividuas
observed at thevictim’'sresidence. All
threeindividuasconfessed to thisbur-
glary, aswell as 31 other burglaries.
All total, the Pasco Sheriff’s Office

Property Crimes Unit and the Dade
City Police Department cleared ap-
proximately 90 casesinthe Dade City,
. Joeand SanAntonio areas, thanks
tothediligence of Mr. Gonzalez.

For his efforts, Jeffrey
Gonzalez waspresented withthe
Pasco Sheriff’sCitizen Service
Award.

Special Service Award

OnMarch 9, 2008, 12-year-
old Emma Greenman woke up
at 5 am. to the sound of a
smoke alarm in her home. As
shewalked through thelaundry
room, she came acrossasmall
fireingdethegarage. Emmaim-
mediately grabbed thefireextin-
guisher and put out thefire. Believing
thefirewasout, Emmawoke her fa-
ther, who got out of bed to investigate.
By thetime hemadeit to the garage,
thefirehad reignited and engulfed the
garage.

Thefamily ran out of thehomeasit
suddenly filled upwithsmoke. Unfor-

Pasco Fire Rescue personnel advised
thet had Emmahesitated evenforamo-
ment, theresult could havebeengrave
for her family.

For her efforts and bravery that
morning, EmmaGreenman waspre-
sented with the Pasco Sheriff’s Spe-
cia ServiceAward.




