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Sheriff’'s took
quick, decisive
action that |
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morning..”
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From the Sheriff's desk

Sheriff’'s Office quick to clean up after tornado

Asyou well know, one person cannot be
everywhereat onetime. Thatiswhy as Sheriff,
I rely heavily on my deputiesand command
staff to keep the citizens of Pasco County safe.
Sometimesthey haveto make asplit second
decisononmy behdf, decisionsthat can result
insaving thelivesof our citizens. Never was
that more true than last month, on Sunday,
December 16, 2007 when a tornado had a

Tornado destroys temporary structures.
direct hit at our temporary jail facility inLand
O’Lakes. The facility was completely

destroyed. (See
www. pascosheriff.com)
The tornado was spun from a line of
thunderstormsthat moved off of the Gulf of
Mexico into Pasco County shortly after 4a.m.
that Sunday morning. Whilemost peopledept,
the National Weather Serviceissued Severe
Thunderstorm Warnings and eventually
Tornado Warnings. Also deeping at thetime
intwotemporary structureswere 184 maeand
femaleinmateshoused outsidethemain Land
O'Lakesjall facility. Littledidthey know, they
would beinthedirect path of atornadoina
matter of minutes.
But my commanders, both at the jail and
outsdethejail wereondert, watchingthestorm

pictures at

on radar provided by local news outlets.
Between that information, warningsfrom the
Pasco Emergency Operations staff and
Nationd Wesether Servicebulletins, my Deputy
Sheriff’s took quick, decisive action that |
believe savedlivesthat morning.

After receiving information about thestorm’s
direction, degping inmateswere awakened by
Detention Deputieswho started movingthe 184
inmatesinto therdatively safe confinesof the
permanent jail facility made out of brick and
mortar. Thisquick action, inmy belief, was
about as perfect asyou can get. Even more
remarkable, not onepersonwasinjuredinthe
evacuation.

Thiswasn't thefirst timean evacuation like
thistook place. Deputiesand inmatestrainfor
such eventsand obviousy werewel | prepared
to carry out the plan. Imagine the possible
problemsthat could result from evacuating both
male and femaeinmatesintheearly morning
hourswith budget-stretched staff. But theplan
worked, and liveswere saved.

Thetornado hit Land O’ Lakeson December
16" and by the end of this month (January
2008) anew temporary structureisexpected
to beready to housetheinmateslikeit did on
themorning of thetornado. Thisfast action
will savetaxpayersthousands of dollarsthat
would haveto be spent housing the displaced
inmatesin other counties.

Thedeputiesand supervisorswho madethe
call to evacuate the temporary structure on
December 16 roseto the occasion and should
makeusall proud to have such professionals
workingto protect thecitizensof Pasco County.
Tome, they areall heroes, whether they work
inthejail or patrol our neighborhoodsto keep
ussafe. Asyour Sheriff, my hat isoff toal of
them who put on their badge everyday. Job
well done!




Teens: Know dangers of illegal club drugs

Pasco County is similar to most
other American communitiesand thus
hasitsproblemswithillega drug use.
Unfortunately, thisuseisoften glorified
inyouth culturethrough song and other
formsof massmediaentertainment, such
astelevisonandthecinema. Thefol-
lowing informationisprovided by the
Center for Substance Abuse Preven-
tion. For moreinformation, pleasevist
their website at www.health.org.

Club drugs

Theterm“dubdrug” referstoawide
variety of drugsoften used at al-night
dancepartiesor “raves’, nightclubs, and
concerts. Themost common clubdrugs
include Ecstasy (slang: E, X, XTC),
GHB (Liquid Ecstacy, Liquid X, Griev-
ousBodily Harm, GeorgiaHome Boy)
Ketamine (K, Specia K, Ket, Vita
min K, Kit Kat) and Rohypnol
(Roofies, R-2).

Club drugs affect your brain.
Club drugs can damagetheneuronsin
your brain, impairing your senses,
memory, judgement, and coordination.

Club drugsaffect your body. Dif-
ferent club drugshavedifferent efffects
onyour body. Some common effects
includeloss of muscle and motor con-
trol, blurred vison, and seizures. Club
drugslike ecstasy are stimulantsthat
increaseyour heart rateand blood pres-
sure and can lead to heart and kidney
failure. Other clubdrugs, like GHB,
are depressantsthat can cause drowsi -
Ness, unconsciousness, or breathing
problems.

Club drugsaffect your self-con-
trol. Club drugs like GHB and
Rohypnol areusedin* daterape”’ and
other assaults becausethey are seda-
tivesthat can makeyou unconsciousand

immobolizeyou. Rohypnol can cause
akind of amnesia-- usersmay not re-
member what they said or did while
under the effectsof thedrug.

Club drugsarenot alwayswhat
they seem. Because club drugs are
illegal and often produced in makeshift

laboratories, itisimpossibleto know
exactly what chemicalswere used to
producethem. How strong or danger-
ousany illegd drugisvarieseachtime.

Club drugscan kill you. Higher
doses of club drugs can cause severe
breathing problems, coma or even
death.

Before you risk it

Knowthelaw. Itisillegal tobuy or
sl clubdrugs. Itisdsoafederd crime
to useany controlled substanceto aid
inasexua assault.

Get thefacts. Despite what you
may have heard, club drugscanbead-
dictive.

Stay informed. The club drug

scene is constantly changing. New
drugsand new variationsof drugsap-
pear al of thetime.

Knowtherisks. Mixingclubdrugs
together or with alcohol isextremely
dangerous. Theeffectsof onedrug can
magnify theeffectsandrisksof another.
Infact, mixing substancescanbelethd.

L ook around you. Thevast ma-
jority of teens are NOT using club
drugs. Whileecstasy isconsideredto
bethe most frequently used club drug,
lessthan 2 percent of 8thto 12th grad-
ersuseitonaregular basis. Infact, 94
percent of teenshave never eventried
ecstasy.

Know the signs

Sometimesit’stoughtotdl if some-
oneisusing club drugs but there are
signsyou can look for. If your friend
hasoneor moreof thefollowingwarn-
ing signs, heor shemay beusing club
drugs

e Problemsremembering thingsthey
recently said or did

e Lossof coordination, dizziness,
fanting

e Depression

e Confusion

e Sleep problems

e Chillsor swesating

e Slurred speech

Some of these problems have been
reported weeks after taking the drug.

What can you do to help some-
onewhoisusing club drugs? Bea
red friend. Savealife. Encourageyour
friend to stop or seek professiond help.
If you areusing them, stop! For infor-
mation and referra sto aprogram, con-
tact the Nationa Clearinghousefor Al-
cohol and Drug Information at 1-800-
729-6686.

ThePasco Sheriff'sOffice, 8700 Citizen Drive, New Port Richey, FL 34654, isboth stateand nationally accredited in correctionsand
law enforcement oper ations. For questionsor comments, please contact Public I nfor mation Officer Doug Tobin, at 1-800-854-2862,

extension 7732, or dtobin@pascosheriff.org




Elderly often a target of telephone scams

If you areage 60 or older, you may
beaspecial target for peoplewho sl
bogus productsand servicesby phone.

It'seasy enoughtofall prey totheir
many sdlespitches Tdemarketingfraud
isamulti-billiondollar businessinthe
United States. Every year, thousands
of consumerslosefrom afew dollars
to their life savings to telephone con
atigs.

That'swhy the Federal Trade Com-
mi ssion encouragesyou to be skeptical
whenyou hear aphonesolicitation and
to beaware of the Tdlemarketing Sales
Rule, alaw designed to help you pro-
tect yourself from abusive and decep-
tivetelemarketers.

Older citizens beware

Fraudulent telemarketerstry totake
advantage of older peopleonthetheory
that they might be more trusting and
politetoward strangers. Older women
living doneare specia targetsof these
scam artists. Here are some reasons
older people may becomevictims:

e Oftenit’shard to know whether
asdescdl islegitimate. Telephonecon
atigsareskilled a sounding believable
-- evenwhenthey aretellinglies.

e Sometimestelephone con artists
reach youwhenyou arelonely. They
may call day after day -- until you think
afriend, not astranger, istryingto sell
yousomething.

e Sometel ephone sal espeople have
ananswer for everything. Youmay find
it hard to get them off the phone-- even
if they’ reselling something you' re not
interestedin. You don't want to berude.

e You may be promised free gifts,
prizes, or vacations -- or the“invest-
ment of alifetime” -- but only if you act
“rightaway.” Itmay soundlikearedly
good deal. Infact, telephone con art-
istsareonly after your money. Don't
giveittothem.

Common telephone scams

Con artistsnever run out of scams.
Some of themost commoninclude:

e Prizeoffers: You usually haveto
do somethingto get your “freg” prize-
- attend asal es presentation, buy some-
thing, or giveyour credit card number.
Theprizesgenerally areworthless or
overpriced.

e Travel packages. “ Free” or “low-
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cost” vacations can end up costing a
bundlein hidden costs. Or, they may
never happen. Youmay pay ahighprice
for somepart of the package-- likehotel
or airfare. Thetotal cost may runtwo
to three times more than what you' d
expect to pay or what you wereled to
believe.

e Vitamins and other health prod-
ucts. Thesalespitchasomay include
aprizeoffer. Thisisto enticeyou to
pay hundreds of dollarsfor products
that areworth very little.

e Investments. Peoplelosemillions
of dollarsto“get richquick” schemes
that promise highreturnswithlittleor
norisk. Thesecanincludegemstones,
rarecoins, oil and gasleases, precious
metals, art, and other “investment op-

portunities. Asarule, theseareworth-
less.

¢ Charities: Con artistsoften |abel
phony charitieswith namesthat sound
like better-known, reputable organiza-
tions. They won't send youwrittenin-
formation or wait for youto check them
out with the proper agencies.

¢ Recovery scams: If you buy into
any of theabove scams, you'relikely
to be called again by someone promis-
ingto get your money back. Becareful
not tolosemoremoney inthiscommon
practice.

Phone fraud tip-offs

Telephone con artistsspend alot of
timepolishing their linesto get you to
buy. You may hear this:

¢ You must act now -- or the offer
won't be good.

e You'vewon a*“free’ gift, vaca-
tion, or prize-- but you pay for “ post-
ageand handling” or other charges.

¢ You must send money, giveacredit
card or bank account number, or have
acheck picked up by courier -- before
you'’ ve had a chance to consider the
offer carefully.

¢ You don’'t need to check out the
company withanyone--including your
family, lawyer, accountant, local Better
BusinessBureau, or consumer protec-
tion agency.

e You don’t need any writteninfor-
mation about their company or their
references.

e You can't afford tomissthis*high-
profit, norisk” offer.

If you hear these-- or amilar -- lines
from atel ephone sal esperson, just say
“nothank you,” and hang up the phone.

Next month:
The Telemarketing Sales
Rule and what you can do
to protect yourself




Pasco Sheriff’s Office spreads holiday cheer

Last month, the Pasco Sheriff’ s Of-
ficehel ped out hundredsof Pascores-
dentswithtwovery specia events, the
annual Holiday Food Drive and the
Bike Rodeo. Each event hel ped Pasco
county familieswho might otherwise
haveadifficult timemaking endsmeet
during the Christmas season.

Every year the Pasco Sheriff's Of -
fice collectsfood and monetary dona-
tionsfrom agency membersand Pasco
citizensto providesfamiliesin need
throughout thecommunity.

Theannud Sheriff’sOfficeHoliday
Food Drivegot underway at 7:30am.,
December 21,with deputiesand civil-
ianvolunteersdistributing hundreds of
holiday food baskets throughout
Pasco County.

Volunteers delivering baskets to
east Pasco residents|oaded up their
vehiclesat the Captain Bo Harrison
Building located at State Road 52in
Dade City. Volunteersdelivering bas-
kets to west Pasco residents |oaded
up their vehiclesat the Publix Shop-

Santa Claus supervising the loading of food baskets in New Port Richey.

Santa Claus supervised thevolun-
teersto make suretheir vehicleswere
packed full. Families were pre-se-
lected by variousunitsin the agency
who hd pedidentify thoseinneed. Each
volunteer delivered thefood baskets
with non-perishabl e canned and boxed

Christmas meal they might not other-
wiseenjoy.

The 2007 effort was coordinated
by the Citizen Support ServicesUnit,
which utilizesvolunteer resourcesat the
Sheriff’sOfficeincluding Chaplains,
Citizen Academy Alumni Association

ping Plaza located at the corner of  goods, afrozenturkey, andaloaf of ~ membersand Citizen Support Unit.
Ridge and Regency Park Boulevard  bread. The box contained enough Thisyear the agency handed out
in Port Richey. food to provideafamily withanice 392 Holiday Food Baskets.

Sheriff Bob White and his Com-

munity Policing Team hosted the 15th
Annual Bicycle Rodeo on Saturday,
December 8, 2007, to benefit Pasco
County children. Thegodl of theevent
wasto help lift the holiday spirits of
Pasco youth who may otherwise not
have the means to get a bicycle at
Chrismas.

The Rodeo was highlighted by
SantaClausarrivinig by patrol car and
assi sting the Sheriff in presenting the
childrenwith abrand new bicycleand
helmet. Donations by businessesand
citizensallowed 55 Pasco County chil-
dren to receive bicycles and safety
hemets.

Sheriff White greets Santa at Safety Town.
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